
successful business career.
 Haas was an active life member of the Germans 
from Russia Heritage Society (GRHS). He also served 
on the Board of Directors of the Heritage Foundation 
for Germans from Russia (HFGR) from 2002 until 
his passing. During that time HFGR grew to become 
a fiscally supporting organization for the GRHS. He 
had served for many years as the president of the  
Germans from Russia Oregon and Washington  
Chapter of GRHS. Moreover, he was a founding  
member of the Germans from Russia Oregon and 
Washington (GROW) Chapter of the GRHS, where he 
served as club president and president of the GROW 
Board of Directors. The group was established in 2001 

Roger August Haas died on 
23 July 2016 outside of 

Park City, Montana, in a one-
vehicle accident while trans-
porting the remains of his late 
wife, Roberta, for internment 
in Friedens Lutheran Cem-
etery, Wishek, North Dakota 
(she predeceased him on 18 
November 2015).
 Haas was born on 30 April 
1934 to August and Kathryn 
(Schauer) Haas near Zeeland, 
North Dakota. His mother was born in Neudorf, 
South Russia, and came to the United States in 1911. 
She died in 1945 in Eureka, South Dakota. His father 
was born near Zeeland, North Dakota, and died in 
1982 in Aberdeen, South Dakota.
 At age twenty, Haas moved to Portland, Oregon, 
where he sold Fuller Brush products and did odd jobs 
while going to school at Cascade College. He met his 
future wife, Roberta Goldwater, when he delivered 
a brush order to her mother. A year later they mar-
ried on 10 June 1955 at Ladd’s Addition Evangelical 
Church in Portland. In 1956, Haas graduated with 
a B.A. in education and the following year attended 
Western Evangelical Seminary in Portland. He left the 
seminary in 1959 after two years and began teach-
ing at Redland Elementary School, a rural school in  
Oregon City. Within two years he advanced to  
principal superintendent.
 From 1961 to 1971, he was principal superinten-
dent of Damascus Elementary School, a rural school 
east of Portland. His final educational position was 
principal superintendent of Clarkes Elementary 
School south of Oregon City, where he presided from 
1971 to 1976. After this time, he pursued a highly  
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Wednesday: I’m seated at a 
picnic table in Bend’s Co-

lumbia City Park on a small 
bluff overlooking the Deschutes 
River. Our granddaughter has a 
half day of play scheduled here 
and Pat thought this would be 
a place conducive to my writ-
ing. She said The Writer’s Muse 
loves nature and especially na-
ture with views over rivers. I just 
noticed a huge gob of dried yel-
low mustard next to the com-
puter. How does that, I asked, relate to the idea of 
inspiration? And then I said it’s hard to think of the 
right words when three screaming six year olds fly by 
every 2.87 seconds.
 I’ve been paging back through GROW newsletters 
and GRHS journals, and realizing how much of such 
reading is about losses. Many readers of the Heritage 
Review and the GROW newsletter share wonderful old 
photographs of school kids, harvesting crews, builders 
and, of course families. All a season past. Many issues 
have an In Memoriam page where we find glimpses 
and hints of lives once lived. But that’s the point, isn’t 
it? We form historical and cultural societies to help us 
remember, to give us a link to those before us.
 Our ancestors anticipated a new and better life and 
opportunity and took the chance at leaving most ev-
erything behind that was familiar and common for 
an uncertain dream. Dakota? 
 Loss is commonplace, increasingly—as we age—
almost a daily experience. Some important and foun-
dational people have passed away recently, people 
whose fingerprints are all over GROW and even GRHS. 
We ask, “What will we ever do without…?” And a new 
generation steps forward. 
 But at each of those junctures, the link to our past 
fades another shade, becomes weaker, becomes less 
concrete and personal. Philipp Schauer was two when 
he sailed with his family on the Werre and rode a 
train and then a wagon to a plot of land outside Ar-
tas in what is now South Dakota. He worked with all 
the rest of the family on the fledgling farm and then 
found some land near Wishek to raise his own large 
family and die during a February snowfall. I visit him 
and a sizable group of Schauers, now permanently a 
part of the Wishek landscape. He never was a great 
conversationalist, so I stand there a while and say 
something like good to see you again and wander off. 
I do the same at Artas and Lehr.
 Lutheran theologian and writer Martin E. Marty, 
addressed such losses in his book, A Cry of Absence: 
Reflections for the Winter of the Heart (1982). Much 

Losses by Ronald Schauer

of the inspiration for the book was his own experi-
ence of loss in the death of his wife. I’ve read the book 
several times (although never at time of great loss!). 
Kirkus Review wrote about A Cry of Absence:
 The “winter of the heart” is the desolate psychic 
season marked by the death of those we love and the 
heightened foretaste of our own inevitable end. It is, 
beyond that, the whole spectrum of human misery…
This state of affairs, which chills the soul…calls for a 
wintry sort of spirituality, as opposed to the overheat-
ed certainties (“Christ is the Answer,” etc.) of (what 
Marty calls) summery religion. In his hour of need, 
Marty seeks help from…the Book of Psalms…Brack-
eting for the moment Christian faith in resurrection, 
Marty turns to the agony and hope of Old Testament 
Jews as the most appropriate wintry mode for encoun-
tering God. (T)his …commentary is distinguished by 
its stark intensity and its utter lack of cheap consoling 
rhetoric.
 Forgive my editing (also known as chop and paste) 
of the Kirkus article. It is excessive and interrupts the 
flow, but I wanted you to have the basics of it.
 I’ve come to say that with each loss, we move up 
one more spot in line. The wintery spirituality of 
which Marty wrote requires of us an intense realism 
and an abandonment of despair, depression, and 
hopelessness. I’m told a sense of humor helps.
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In Memory of Roger, cont.

Roger & Roberta 
Remembrance

by Larry Kuntz

Remembering Oscar
by Larry Kuntz

with a mission to collect, publish, and preserve the 
heritage of Germans from Russia with a focus on 
those from the Black Sea Region.
 When the GRHS had outgrown its office space in 
Bismarck, North Dakota, Haas and his wife Roberta 
donated one-half million dollars to the project. The 
August and Kathryn (Schauer) Haas Building now 
houses the GRHS headquarters staff, library, and 
bookstore. Haas is survived by his children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren, and two step-brothers, 
Christ (Leona) Wolff and Ted (Karen) Wolff of Forbes, 
North Dakota. 
 Children: Kathryn Roberta Haas, born on 31 March 
1960, married to Mark Stegemeyer on 21 March 
1979; Karla Rose Haas, born on 9 June 1962, married 
to Martin (Wade) Cook on 23 February 1985, later 
legally separated in 2004 and divorced in 2013, mar-
ried to Spencer Britten on 9 November 2013 (Spencer 
and Karla legally changed their surname to Haas in 
2014); Karolyn Ruth Haas, born on 8 February 1964, 
married to Kevin Kaster on 19 June 1982.
 Grandchildren: Joshua Stegemeyer, born on 6 De-
cember 1981; Allen James Cook, born on 8 Septem-
ber 1987, married to Jennifer Grace Lowe on 9 August 
2009 (they have three children: Ruby Rose Cook, Max 
Pascal Cook, and Benjamin Augustine Cook); Daniel 
Alan Kaster, born on 31 October 1983; Stephen Wes-
ley Kaster, born on 29 October 1987; Andrew Michael 
Cook, born 25 on January 1990, married to Alishia 
Marie VanMeter on 7 January 2012; and Sarah Jea-
nette Cook, born on 31 December 1991. 
 Haas was preceded in death by his parents, sister 
Eleanore who died in infancy, brothers Elmer and 
Larry, and step-brother Ferdinand Wolff.
 On 7 August 2016, a service celebrating the lives of 
Roberta and Roger took place when his cremains were 
interred with his wife’s in Friedens Lutheran Ceme-
tery, Wishek, North Dakota, where a stone has already 
been placed for them. The Haas family is planning a 
2:00 PM public memorial service for their father on 
Sunday, 2 October 2016, at Valley View Evangelical 
Church in Clackamas, Oregon.

In 2011 my wife and I settled in Vancouver, WA.  
I was a member of GRHS, but I was excited to 

learn that there was a local GROW Chapter in Port-
land, OR. I learned that they had a website and no-
ticed a meeting was being held during the week. What 
I didn’t realize was that this was a GROW Board meet-
ing, not the membership meeting.
 When I showed up at the location, Roger explained 
that this was a board of directors meeting but cordially 
invited me to sit in. Needless-to-say I was impressed 
with the topics and the efficient, business-like flow of 
the meeting. By the end of the meeting I knew that I 
wanted to join GROW and be an active member.
 What I didn’t realize, I was also becoming a part-
time mover of the GROW Library for several years  
(assisting Roger, Harold Lang and Oscar Geiszler) 
until the remodel of the Deustches Haus was com-
pleted.
 Roger’s knowledge of the GRHS organization, 
membership in the GRHS board of directors and the 
Heritage Foundation, served us well. Roger and Ro-
berta’s donation to build the wonderful GRHS facility 
in Bismarck, ND has benefited all of us in our quest 
for our roots. While they are no longer here and will 
be missed greatly, their past actions directly help all of 
us in perpetuity. What a wonderful gift to remember 
them by.

I met Oscar during my quest for joining GROW in 
2011. I learned that he was also born and raised 

on a farm in North Dakota, so we had mutual back-
grounds. 
 Later I learned that he was a founding member of 
GROW and the first president of the chapter. Oscar 
was often quiet during our board meetings, but when 
he spoke you better listen because he had something 
important to add to the conversation.
 Oscar found a revenue stream for GROW by col-
lecting empty inkjet cartridges and then selling them 
to vendors who would refill them and resell them to 
customers. Oscar donated the proceeds to GROW. I 
don’t know how much money he raised over the years 
but suspect it was a tidy sum. In addition, the re-use of 
the cartridge, eliminated it going to a landfill. (Note: 
a cartridge can be refilled roughly 10 times before it 
was no longer useable.) 
 Thank You Oscar, for being a good GROW member 
and citizen by helping the environment! You will be 
missed.

Roger and Roberta looking at the Root Cellar Plaque at Zeeland, 
ND farm.
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Oscar Wilbert Geiszler
October 21, 1930 - August 16, 2016

by Lorinda Geisler

Oscar was born in Ash-
ley, ND to parents 

Philip Fredrick Andrew 
Zachaharias Geiszler 
and Lydia Iszler Geiszler 
Bader. He was the broth-
er to Fred, Reuben, Lee, 
who preceded him in 
death. He is survived by 
brother Ervin Geiszler of 
Medford, OR and Esther 
Scheuffle of Aberdeen, 
SD. He also has five step- 
sisters, through his mother’s second marriage to  
William Bader. 
 Oscar married Lorraine Janke on March 3, 1950. 
He was also preceded in death by eldest son Ivan, 
April 12, 1984 and has six surviving daughters,  
Mercedes Comstock, Gloria Guffey, Lila Hampton, 
Lorinda Geiszler, Brenda Wilson and Sandra Bell. 
 He has 23 grandchildren by blood and through 
marriage, 25 great-grandchildren and one great-great-
granddaughter. 
 He farmed for many years with his family in North 
Dakota prior to moving to Oregon in 1963. He worked 
for nine years at Allied Plating in Portland and then 

In Remembrance
the Public Works Department 
in Oregon City from which he 
retired in the 1990s.
 He remained active in 
church activities at the  
Oregon City Evangelical Church 
up until his death. He was a 
strong follower of his Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ and never 
missed an opportunity to share 
his faith as well as welcome 
many people into the Lord’s 
family. 
 He was active with the cemetery association in car-
ing for cemetaries in Oregon City and also was the 
gatekeeper for the Absolom Hedges Pioneer Cemetery 
in Canema. Having been the longest permanent resi-
dent in Canemah, he had many stories to share with 
new neighbors he always welcomed to the neighbor-
hood. For many years neighbors referred to him as 
the Mayor of Canemah.
 He will be missed in body, but his spirit lives on in 
the hearts of all the lives he has touched throughout 
his 85-plus years.
 There was a viewing on Friday, Aug. 19, 2016 
from 11 am to 5 pm at Hillside Chapel, 1306 7th St.,  
Oregon, City, OR 97045. The service was held on 
Monday, Aug. 22, 2016 at 11 am at Oregon City  
Evangelical Church, 1024 Linn Ave., Oregon City, OR 
97045. Reception followed in the fellowship hall.  
Commitment service was at Mountain View Cemetery 
at 2 pm, 502 Hilda St., Oregon City, OR 97045

As the GROW Treasurer and a fellow Board Mem-
ber, I have served with Roger Haas and Oscar Gei-

szler for about 5 years. I have been very impressed 
with Roger’s tremendous efforts and dedication to his 
Deutsche ancestry, culture and history by serving as 
the GROW President from its inception. He was su-
per friendly and made all GROW members feel very 
special regarding their importance and German heri-
tage. 
 Oscar also served on the GROW Board but was 
more of a quiet supporter. He also collected printer 
cartridges and recycled them for GROW and provided 
a supplementary $216 from 2013-16. Both of them 
made sure that their family members were part of 
GROW by paying their yearly membership dues. 
 It seemed that they both would be with GROW for 
a long time and will be greatly missed.

Remembering Oscar & Roger
by Adi Hartfeil
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Germans from Russia, Oregon and Washington 
(GROW), a chapter of the Germans from Russia 

Heritage Society (GRHS) with headquarters in Bis-
mark, North Dakota, was organized in August 2001.
 The organizational meeting was held 18 August 
2001 with 22 members present. A Board of Directors 
was elected, consisting of Walter Aman, Oscar Gei-
szler, Gayla Gray, Roger Haas, Clifford Haberman, 
Douglas Henn, Leonard Kopp, Margaret Rehwalt and 
Cecil Reinke. The board then elected Oscar Geiszler 
President, Leonard Kopp Vice President, Gayla Gray 
Secretary, and Margaret Rehwalt, Treasurer. These of-
ficers served for one year. The next year Roger Haas 
was elected President, Jim Helfenstein Vice President, 
Ed Weber Secretary and Sharon Voeller Treasurer. All 
but one of these officers served multiple year terms. 
Roger Haas continued as president until the time of 
his death, 2016. Oscar Geiszler, the first president, 
also continued to serve on the board until his death, 
2016.
 Jan Haberman is now the longest serving board 
member. She joined her husband, Clifford, on the 
board in 2002 and was elected Vice President in 2005, 
an office she still holds. 
 Prior to the founding of GROW there was a an  
Oregon Chapter (that met in Portland) of the  
American Historical Society of Germans from Russia 
(AHSGR), with headquarters in Lincoln, Nebraska,. 
While both GRHS and AHSGR foster the culture of 
the descendants of Germans who lived in all parts 
of Russia, GRHS places more emphasis on those 
from the Black Sea area—the ones who settled in the  
Dakotas, AHSGR places more emphasis on those 
from the Volga area. Since many of the Germans 
from Russia in the Portland area had ties to the  
Dakotas and the Black Sea Germans, they were more 
interested in GRHS. 
 Since it was not possible to have one chapter  
affiliated with two national organizations it was  
decided to split off from the Oregon Chapter of  
AHSGR and form a new chapter under GRHS.  
Clifford Haberman contacted GRHS headquarters to 
obtain the required paperwork and lead out in the 
work of collecting the signatures of GRHS members 
who wished to join the new chapter. He was assisted 
by Roger Haas and Oscar Geiszler. They collected 48 
signatures, more then enough to form the chapter. 
The forms were submitted to GRHS in May 2001 and 
approved.
 In its early years GROW met in the Solid Rock  
Baptist Church in Clackamas. While it provided a 
place to meet, there was no place for storage, and 
GROW was developing a library which had to be 

moved in and out every meeting. In 2004, GROW be-
came a sister club of the German American Society 
and was able to use its facilities, the Deutsches Haus, 
7901 SE Division. This provided a nice meeting room 
and a small room for a library and storage. In 2010 
the Deutsches Haus was sold to Portland Community 
College. GROW’s last meeting at the Deutsches House 
was 15 May 2011. To provide temporary quarters, the 
German American Society rented the Bethany Luther-
an church at 37th and Skidmore. This gave GROW 
a meeting place and a room for a library, which was 
shared with a church activity. GROW held it’s first 
meeting there on 26 June 2011. 
 The German American Society bought an old ma-
sonic lodge on Alamada Street and spent over four 
million dollars remodeling it into the New Deutsches 
Haus. GROW has been meeting there since 2013. The 
German American Society is providing a room on the 
second floor for the GROW library.
 Over the years the average meeting attendance has 
been fairly consistent with attendance ranging from 
30-65 each meeting.
 One of the highlights of GROW, was hosting the 
2006 GRHS national convention at the Airport Holi-
day Inn in Portland. Many members of GROW were 
involved in making it an outstanding convention.
 Another major activity was the production of the 
GROW Cookbook in 2010. The idea of a cookbook 
originated with Janice Prunier the editor of the GROW 
Newsletter. Many members contributed recipes and 
stories and Janice served as editor and producer of the 
book with Arlene Maston the promoter/contact per-
son in the Portland area and Alice Summers handled 
the distribution. The book was unique in that with 
each recipe there was a story about the recipe and/or 
the submitter and a picture of the submitter. The first 
printing sold out and a second revised printing has 
been made.

History of GROW
by Dr. Harold Lang

From left: Roger Haas, Cliff Haberman and Oscar Geiszler being 
presented GROW Charter by Robert Schuh.
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Continued on page 7.

The Story of Franz Bäumer’s Wartime Emergency Landing 
in Grossliebental (Ukraine), Circa Early 1944  

By Edgar Seibel of Hallenberg, Germany
Translated & edited by Dr. Eric J. Schmaltz, Professor of History,  Northwestern Oklahoma State University in Alva

NOTE: This article translation 
first appeared in Heritage 
Review, Vol. 46, No. 2 (June 
2016): pp. 40-44. Reprinted 
here with permission of the 
Germans from Russia Heritage 
Society (GRHS) in Bismarck, 
North Dakota. 
 Editor’s Note: Edgar Seibel of 
Hallenberg, Germany, is a young, 
up-and-coming author of Volga 
German heritage who moved 
from Russia with his family to 
Germany in 1998. An informative German-language 
newspaper article link about Edgar, his family background, 
and his writing career can be found at: http://www.
derwesten.de/kultur/wenn-wurzeln-keinen-halt-finden-
id7565780.html (accessed 18 May 2016). The English 
translation of the newspaper article is found at: https://
library.ndsu.edu/grhc/articles/newspapers/ news/german_
newspaper_articles/seibel.html (accessed 18 May 2016). 
A short Wikipedia entry on Edgar in German is also 
available at: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_Seibel 
(accessed 18 May 2016). In recent years, Edgar has been 
investigating the fate of the Volga Germans. We thank him 
for contributing to Heritage Review.
 Edgar Seibel’s Introduction: I held conversations in 
August 2010 with Günter-Franz Bäumer (1923-2012) of 
Hallenberg in the Hochsauerlandkreis in North Rhine-
Westphalia, Germany, writing down some of his life stories 
before his passing in April 2012. He was our family’s 
former landlord and neighbor from 1998, the year of our 
entry into the Federal Republic of Germany, until 2002.
 Bäumer told me about the ethnic German settlers of 
Grossliebental (today Velikodolinskoye) in Ukraine. During 
the Second World War, he had to make an emergency 
landing with his transport plane in the Black Sea area. 
Germany had already known of the ethnic Germans 
(“Volksdeutsche”) residing in Ukraine. The story went that 
he landed his aircraft filled with wounded soldiers directly 
into this colony. He explained how the ethnic Germans 
gave him provisions (bread and much bacon). He had to 
hurry, however, because Red Army troops were only thirty 
kilometers away from him. The wintry ground conditions 
at the time kept the plane grounded, but Grossliebental’s 
local German population helped him with “horses and 
boards” to break the aircraft out from the ice.
 The full conversation can be found in a report which I 
entitled Fritz Müller – die Ruhrjungen (Fritz Müller – 
The Ruhr Boys), which includes the life of Franz Bäumer. 

Conversations were recorded on a dictation machine. In 
addition, Bäumer’s report on Grossliebental appears in 
my last book called Volksgruppe – Unbekannt (Ethnic 
Group Unknown), which portrays both the life of Russian 
Germans and explanations about this ethnic people, as well 
as the “ordeals” of my own family. 
____________________

At the age of ten in 1933, Franz Bäumer was 
supposed to join the Hitler Youth (Hitlerjun-

gend or HJ). His father, a member of the German  
Catholic Center Party, prevented his son’s early  
induction through good networking. Franz initial-
ly remained an altar boy and member of the youth 
group of the Catholic parish church. Yet he ultimate-
ly ended up with the Hitler Youth. He learned the  
printer’s trade with relatives in Warendorf in North 
Rhine-Westphalia, Münsterland.
 Bäumer entered into a new apprenticeship at 
a lodge (Opelhaus) through his father’s contacts. 
There, he was supposed to be trained as a locksmith. 
His mentor, evidently of part-Jewish ancestry, left  
Germany as a result of politics becoming increasingly  
dangerous; he was supposed to have settled in the 
Netherlands. Bäumer’s apprenticeship was lost as a 
result. He then gained a position as a car upholsterer 
[making or repairing leather equipment] and success-
fully completed the training.
 At the beginning of the Second World War, Bäumer 
was also called up for duty. Through his vocational 
training he became now an aircraft upholsterer and 
found himself in the so-called transport squadron. 
He had his first flights on the Baltic Sea (“instruc-
tional flights”). He never showed nausea symptoms 
in delicate maneuvers (i.e., training flights with target 
practice).
 During his first missions in Eastern Europe, Bäum-
er developed a strong case of angina due to the Rus-
sian winter of -30 to - 40 degrees Celsius. He went to 
a field hospital.
 Bäumer recalled his perilous wartime activities: 
“During the conflict, I often tried to avoid shooting. 
I will never forget how our pilots with a maneuver 
shot at the partisans. A daring action because we were 
quite vulnerable. With a gun one could have brought 
our machine to a certain crash! If twenty men would 
have lain on their backs and hit the tank, everything 
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Continued on page 8.

would have exploded! I shot at the car and at the 
horses on the ground. I saw the animals standing tall 
but unharmed. ‘Everything is fine, fly on!’ I exclaimed 
to the pilots. Always you had to balance between two 
worlds...”
 Bäumer spent his spare time with com-
rades in Italy (Sicily, Siena, Grosseto, and Pisa). 
 When I asked him about the Waffen-SS, he remem-
bered: “When the sergeant called out, ‘The first com-
mitment is to the Waffen-SS!’ it was followed by a 
swift response from the soldiers: ‘Boo!’ Because no 
one volunteered for the SS. If they were caught, their 
death was already a foregone conclusion. They were 
shot when they were captured. Everyone knew that, 
and each of us could be terribly happy without it…” 
(Bäumer had landed with paratroopers in these last 
stages of the war).
 Bäumer was finally recognized with a few of his 
companions on the German-Belgian border by a 
German-speaking Belgian and handed over to the 
Allies. He went to a standing cell in which one had 
to remain thirty days until one became so stiff that 
the standing as well as sitting was an impossibility. 
 Then Bäumer came to a prison camp surrounded by 
barbed wire fences and known for particularly muddy 
grounds. Among others, Franz Bäumer recalled the 
imprisonment and the two American interpreters as 
follows: “In captivity, we had an interpreter, an Amer-
ican, who was a native of Germany. Later, he always 
brought us oranges and all kinds of things. The other 
was an American of Polish origin who could speak a 
little German and also smuggled fruit for us.... But I 
have to admit that it went terribly in captivity. Many 
hanged themselves on beams, went mad.... Roll calls 
were carried out in which one had to stand for hours on 
end. If someone was actually missing, you could stand 
until your legs literally felt up inside your body....” 
 At the emergency landing in the Odessa Region, in 
the colony of Grossliebental, Bäumer told the follow-
ing:
 When at a late hour we had to make an emer-
gency landing in Russia during a cold spell, the air-
craft dropped us off at the location with the German 
name of Grossliebental (today Velikodolinskoye) in 
the Odessa Region along the Black Sea. The place had 
been founded by German immigrants ... the local 
population we called ethnic Germans [Volksdeutsche]
[Author’s note: Unlike Reichsdeutschen, these people 
of German culture, language, and ancestry were living 
outside of Germany’s borders]. 
 They were terribly happy to look at our machine, 
and I let them in and showed them everything. They 
were even more astonished when they only became 
aware of the machine’s vast dimensions. We were 
in big trouble, because our machine, which had re-
mained literally stuck in the ice, carried wounded, 

An illustration of Franz Bäumer’s transport plane around 1944.

and the Russians were  only about thirty kilometers 
away from us! The ethnic Germans helped us out of 
the disaster!
 They moved the wheels from the ice with shock 
iron and shovels, placed boards underneath, on ei-
ther side, as well as in front. Some horses with two 
pulling ropes to the left and right sides of the ani-
mals were fastened to the flying machine. On one of 
the horses I sat myself. Unfortunately, I tumbled off 
the old nag by accident. Nevertheless, we were able to 
place the vehicle on the bar in front of us and pull it 
out of the frozen ground. The horseback riding had 
not been my thing, I probably must stress... This went 
much better for the Grossliebentalers than for me. 
The people of Grossliebental had been friendly, even 
gave us supplies such as bacon, ham, and much more 
for the flight.
 Many years later in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many in the 1990s I even met a woman from that 
village at a meeting of the German émigrés from the 
Odessa Region. And not by chance, I found myself 
once in the town of Meschede (Hochsauerlandkreis) at 
an immigration office. I came there in order to help 
a Russian-German friend named Karl Seibel (born 
in 1940 in Niedermonjou, Volga German Republic, 
since 1998 in Germany). The man, on the grounds 
of his activity in the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, though back in the 1970s, was supposed to be 
expelled from Germany. Finally, I showed the director 
of the immigration office a photo of Grossliebental, 
telling of the event in Ukraine and adding: “Madam 
Director, if these people would not have been there, 
all the wounded at the time would not have gotten 

The Story of Franz Bäumer’s Wartime Emergency Landing cont.
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The back of the picture reads:
Franz Bäumer
1943-44 Italy

For Konstantin Seibel
– Franz Bäumer

Konstantin is Edgar’s father.

Bäumer’s airplane was 
the Messerschmitt Me 323 
Gigant (Giant) or ME 323.  
This model represented the 
largest of Germany’s land-
based military transport 
aircraft used during the 
Second World War.  Utilized 
primarily by the Luftwaffe 
(German Air Force), it was 
in operation from 1943 to 
1944.  It is determined that 
only 213 of these aircraft 
were ever constructed, 
some of them in fact 
converted from the ME 321 
military gliders.

The Story of Franz Bäumer’s Wartime Emergency Landing cont.

out, and I likewise would have died. We would have 
all been shot by the Soviets! These people here are 
Germans, not Russian foreigners! They have returned 
to their homeland. I am telling you as a soldier of 
the Second World War.” The director understood and 
accepted that. She suggested a positive chance for 
my friend. “We will keep talking,” she said. In the 
end, my friend was admitted an extended residence  
permit.

Bäumer on home leave in Wat-
tenscheid near Bochum, North 
Rhine-Westphalia, Germany, 
1943.Bäumer’s gravestone. Picture courtesy of author Edgar Seibel.

Luftwaffe pilot Bäumer in 
Italy, 1943.
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Continued next issue.

GROW Board of Directors

Jan Haberman, Vice President/Sunshine Chair & Calling Asst.
8110 SE Madison  (503) 252-5480
Portland, OR 97215  haberman988@msn.com
Term ends: 2017
Jeanette McDermid, Secretary/Library Specialist
327 SE Elliot Ave  (503) 666-6939
Gresham, OR 97080-7726  toadlilyunique@comcast.net
Term ends: 2016
Adi Hartfeil, Treasurer-Membership
4230 S Terra Vista Ct.  (503) 636-2272
West Linn, OR 97068  abhartfeil1114@outlook.com
Term ends: 2018
Allen White, Caller/Brochure Disseminator
10400 SE Cook Ct. #75  (503) 253-9551
Milwaukie, OR 97222-1574 allenandnancy@juno.com
Term ends: 2018
Ell Schiermeister
12010 SE McGillivray  (360) 253-2499
Vancouver,WA 98683 
Term ends: 2017 
Kathy Minden, Library Assistant
612 NE 197th (503) 740-3541
Portland, OR 97230  rkminden@comcast.net
Term ends: 2018
Larry Kuntz, Name Badge Chair, Brochure Printer
16500 SE 1st St. Unit 159 (360) 949-8243
Vancouver, WA 98684 vwlarry2@outlook.com
Term ends: 2017
Nancy White, Alternate #1
10400 SE Cook Ct. #75  (503) 253-9551
Milwaukie, OR 97222-1574 allenandnancy@juno.com
Term ends: 2016
Sharon Bell, Alternate #2 - Set-Up Chair
126 NE 86th Ave.  (503) 254-2583
Portland, OR 97220  bellglen@teleport.com
Term ends: 2016

Kk
In Memory—Maxine Daily, Director Emeritus

In Memory — Oscar Geiszler, Director Emeritus
In Memory — Roger Haas, Director Emeritus

In Memory—Clifford Haberman, Director Emeritus
Robert Majhor, Director Emeritus

Ed Weber, Director EmeritusLeft: Making beams with a 
boardsaw

Below: Sawmill—Teofilo 
Liebert, Nova Santa Rosa, 
Parana State in 1954

Two vacancies exist—directors to be determined

Dispersal of the Volhynia 
Germans in South Brazil

Written by Baptist Pastor Vilson Wutzke in South Brazil, 2016

Translated by Adi Hartfeil

In this Publication we want to describe something 
about the dispersal of the Volhynia Germans in 

order to document our history.
 When the discussion is about the Volhynia  
Germans then one means that group of Germans who 
lived from the 19th Century to WWII in Volhynia, 
Russia.
 At the end of the 19th century and beginning of the 
20th century many families came from Volhynia to 
south Brazil and settled close to Guarani das Missões, 
Santa Rosa, Giruá and other cities. The beginning for 
these families was very difficult, first the jungle had 
to be cleared in order to plant food items and then to 
build their own shelter.

 Where ever the Vol-
hynia refugees settled, 
they quickly built a church 
and school. The required 

Baptist pastor Vilson Wutzke is a Brazilian and first gener-
ation-born Volhynia German from Russia (nw part of the 
Ukraine).  He presently lives in Nova Santa Rosa, state of 
Parana, Brazil.  Vilson is distantly related to the translator, 
Adi Hartfeil, and annually generates his German-written 
publication named “The Friend”.  His publication aims to 
document and disseminate the history of his fellow Vol-
hynia Germans who initially immigrated to Brazil around 
the end of the 19th century.  Note, Vilson drove more than 
250 miles to be video taped in Brazil for Michael Miller’s 
2015 Prairie Public & GRHC video titled “Germans from 
Russia in South America”.

wood for the first buildings was cut manually by 
hand with a board saw and axe because no sawmills 
existed in their settlement areas. Even though every-
thing was very primitive, it didn’t take long until every  
family had sufficient cleared land to plant and to raise 
enough beef, horses, pigs, fowl, etc. They also had their 
own houses and barns and their agricultural econo-
my moved slowly forward. Even though they did not  
receive too much assistance from the government, 
but all knew how to help themselves in every way so 
that their progress was ensured and didn’t have any 
needs to survive.
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Fundraising Opportunities—

At No Cost To You!
•	 Electronic	Newsletters.	Receive	your	newsletters	via	email,
 and save GROW in postage costs. Thank You!

Other Opportunities to Help...

•	 Visit	Cathy Lobb before/after the Chapter Meetings to view
 the fascinating collection of books, audio CDs, videos, etc.
 that are available for sale. Also take a look at the tote bags,
 key chains and magnets, all with the GROW logo.

•	 Family Heritage Recipe Book - $12.50 at Chapter Meeting
 or add $4.00 s/h for mailing. 

Chapter Meetings are held at:

New Deutsches Haus
(formerly the Fellowship Masonic Center)

5626 NE Alameda St., Portland, OR
(57th & Sandy Blvd.)

Directions:
From the North taking I-205 or I-5,

Take Columbia Exit and go to Cully, turn South
until you come to Sandy Blvd. & 57th/NE Alameda.

From the South on I-205 take Sandy Blvd. Exit,
turn right on Sandy going West to Alameda & Sandy.

From I-5, take I-84 to 60th, turn North to Halsey,
Left to 57th, North to Sandy & Alameda.

38 car parking across from the Deutsches Haus.
Doors open at 1 pm • Meeting 2-5 pm

Newsletter
Deadline

Chapter Meetings

DECEMBER 2016
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Board 
Meeting

Board 
Meeting

Christmas
Program

Columbus
Day

Halloween

Veterans
Day

Thanksgiving
Day

Christmas
Day

Christmas
Eve

New Year’s
Eve

Chapter 
Meeting

Presidents
Day

Daylight 
Saving Time 

Ends

23 October
Rev. David Klassen, Gresham Ukraian Church

4 December
Christmas Program & Festivities

GROW Quarterly CalendarGROW Quarterly Calendar
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GROW Membership Application
Germans from Russia Oregon and Washington

 Years of Membership _______r New r Renewal

 Birth Month (optional)_________Anniversary Month (optional)__________

Name (please print) ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________________________________________ State __________ Zip________________

Phone (include area code)__________________________ Email address __________________________________________________

Name of ancestral village(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________

Family surnames ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Names of adults in household desiring membership cards _______________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my remittance of $____________ Membership fees are due annually on January 1.

GROW Newsletter/Operation Donation (minimum $5.00)
GRHS Membership	$65.00	•	GRHS	Lifetime	Membership	$1300.00	($130.00	per	year)

Make	checks	payable	to	GROW	-	US	Currency	Only	•Mail	to:	Adi	Hartfeil,	4230	S.	Terra	Vista	Ct.,	West	Linn,	OR	97068
Please send email updates and address corrections to Adi Hartfeil - abhartfeil@comcast.net

GROW	Quarterly	Newsletter	Deadlines:	September	1	•	December	1	•	March	1	•	June	1
All submissions are welcome. If you would like materials returned, please include a SASE.

Send	articles	to:	grownewslettereditor@gmail.com or	by	mail	to:	Janice	Prunier,	1218	Pacific	Ave.,	Everett,	WA	98201

We’d Love To Hear From You!
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS WELCOMED!

Please send articles, photos, stories, anecdotes, recipes, etc. to: 
Jan Prunier, Editor • 1218 Pacific Ave., Everett,WA 98201 • grownewslettereditor@gmail.com

Deadline for next issue is January 1, 2017.

Family reunions, traveling, sightseeing, boating 
and water skiing are just some of the summer ac-

tivities we enjoy.  Picnics are another fun possibility.  
 Twenty-eight attended the annual GROW Picnic on 
the 28th of August at the West Linn Willamette Park 
in the Wetland Shelter. Where we visited with friends 
while partaking of the scrumptious food and drinks 
while enjoying the wonderful Oktoberfest music by 
the European Take Out Band under the direction of 
Terry Rudd and his four piece band.  The band played 
polkas, waltzes and other types of music.  
 We couldn’t ask for better weather, at 84  
degrees and believe all had a very good time and 

for those that didn’t show, mark your calendar for 
next year, around the fourth Sunday of August. 
 Allen and Nancy want to thank all of those that 
helped set up and cleaning up the area.

2016 GROW Picnic 
by Allen & Nancy White
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GROW Chapter
8618 SE 36th Avenue
Portland, OR 97222

Germans from Russia Heritage Society

2016 GROW Picnic 
by Allen & Nancy White

Jan Haberman and Adi Hartfeil Renate Berry, Larry Kuntz

Mercedes Comstock and Kay Carey Ken Reinsch, Bill Glenn, Allen White


